This emerging priority for Greenville is
not an isolated subject. It touches and
is influenced by several elements of
long-term community planning.
Housing and
Neighborhoods
Land Use
What is the opportunity cost
of developing remaining
green space? What is the
opportunity cost of not
developing it?

Parks, trees, and trails can
do much to enhance the
livability and desirability
of neighborhoods—which
can make the housing
there more expensive.

Parks and
Recreation

Preserve
Green Space and
the Environment

Economy
Not developing land means
it can’t be directly used
to develop new places to
work or live. But it could
enhance quality of life that
leads to redevelopment
elsewhere.

Population and
Demographic
Trends

Mobility and
Transportation
Some forms of transportation
have a lighter environmental
footprint than others. What will
it take for more people to choose
cleaner options more often?

Should preserved
green space be publicly
accessible? How should
new parks or public
spaces be used or
programmed?

Budget and
Finances

How does Greenville want to
balance the needs of a growing
population on one hand
with careful management of
environmental impacts on the
other?

Buying land or development
rights to preserve green
space or develop new
parkland will be increasingly
expensive as the supply of
available land dwindles.
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What do we know?
#1 Greenville has a well-connected park and trail system
Investment in parks and trail development has been consistent over the years by way of ongoing
maintenance, updated park infrastructure, and improved recreational programming. In 2018, 10% of
the city’s total budget was allocated to the Parks and Recreation Department. Most recently, the city
committed $26M in tourism-generated taxes for the creation of the 60-acre Unity Park. In addition,
one of many ongoing collaborative efforts between the City and the County includes the 22-mile
Swamp Rabbit Trail, which has seen more than 5 miles of trail added since 2010.
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Green Space Recreational Land
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Total Green Space

Recreation - Golf

Greenville City
Total Acreage

Recreation - Community Recreation

18,430

Cemetery
Swamp Rabbit Trail

1,133
Inclusive of parks, golf
courses, trails, and
cemeteries, 1,133 acres
of green space exist
within the city and
account for 6.15% of
the city’s total area.

Source: City of Greenville

New development
activity is most
#2 apparent in the east
and southeast areas
of the city
The city lost 1,300 acres of undisturbed land to new
development between 2001 and 2016. More than 75% of
the 1,300 acres was previously evergreen or deciduous
forest land and much of this was concentrated in the
east and southeast areas of the city. 1,300 acres of new
development equates to approximately 7% of the city’s
total land area.

Degree of
Change in
Land
Cover,
Land
Cover
Change,
2001-2016
2001-2016
Signiﬁcant Change

No Change
Change was calculated as the proportion of
30m change pixels in a 1km x 1km grid.

Land Cover Category

2001
Acres

2016
Acres

Change
in Acres

% Change

LOSS

9,483

8,175

-1,309

-14%

GAIN

9,199

10,480

1,281

14%

Forest lands, wetlands,
and developed open space
(e.g. lawns, park areas,
vegetation planted for
recreational or aesthetic
uses, etc.)

Developed land (low/med/
high intensity)
Source: U.S. Geological Survey, National Land Cover Database
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What do we know?
The
city’s
#3
tree canopy
coverage is
reduced almost
proportionately
to the amount
of new
development
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Whether it is the infill
development of a
single lot that has been
de facto open space
in a longstanding
neighborhood or the
ongoing efforts to build out
a large-scale development
such as the Verdae Master
Planned area, the loss of
trees and native vegetation
is most acute for those
who live in the immediate
area or pass by the
development site on their
daily commute.
This map illustrates in red
the areas of the city where
the loss of tree canopy is
most significant. While
there are a few pockets
of increased tree canopy
coverage (green), there
was a net loss of tree
canopy coverage in the city
between 2011 and 2016.

#4

The strength of the local
economy continues to lure
new residents and businesses
to the community
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Almost 10M square feet of new development
within the city was permitted by the Building
Department over a five-year period (2014 – 2018).
This 10M square feet includes 1,200 new
residential (single-family and multifamily) and commercial structures that
have been or will soon be built –
many of them on previously vacant
lots. Altogether, these projects
amount to more than 5,000 new
residential units.
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Properties by Block Group
Properties,
by Block
Group
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2011 - 2016 Tree Canopy Change2014

1,415,188

$116,598,674

206

939

2015

2,999,385

$257,451,453

282

2,041

2016

1,798,429

$151,943,310

256

1,078

2017

1,284,719

$163,534,652

226

883

2018

2,488,326

$288,731,895

284

1,268

TOTAL

9,986,047

$978,259,984

1254

6,209

276
291

185

2011 - 2016
Tree Canopy Percent Change
85

Decrease
-100%

0%

Increase
+100%

Source: U.S. Geological Survey, National Land Cover Database

Vacant land is a commodity
#5 increasingly difficult to find
in Greenville
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Source: City of Greenville

2011 - 2016 Tree Canopy Change

Currently, 18% of the city’s land area (not including
designated parks, golf courses, trails, or cemeteries) is
vacant. Of this 18%, approximately 11% is commercial, 6% is
residential and 1% is designated agricultural. Vacant land can
present relatively easy opportunities for future construction
activity in the city.
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Parcels
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Residential Vacant

1,185

2,552

Commercial Vacant

1,962

1,071

Agricultural Vacant

161

8
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Vacancy
Land
Vacancy by by
Land
Use Use
Residential Vacant
Commercial Vacant
Agricultural Vacant

Source: Greenville County Real Property Services, Assessment and Land Use Database
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What does progress mean to you?
When someone in Greenville
says that green space or the
environment are important to
them, they could be referring
to any number of issues related
to parkland, open space, or
environmental health that they
care about and experience on a
regular basis.

What does this issue mean to you, and what does
progress look like?
Below are potential long-term outcomes related to green
space and the environment. Imagine it is 2030 and that each
of these outcomes has been achieved. Using your three
green dots, please indicate which of these outcomes would
most improve your quality of life and the overall community.

Place dots here
Most of the land in the city that was
undeveloped in 2019 remains undeveloped
In both the city and county, areas that
were open space, forest, or farmland in
2019 largely remain so
The total number of parks or acreage
of parkland has grown
The number and/or length of recreational
trails has grown
The number of trees and the coverage of
the city’s tree canopy has grown
Air has become healthier to breath
Waterways in the city are healthier and the
supply of drinking water remains safe and
reliable
Other
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