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City of Greenville
Design Review Board – Urban Design Panel
Minutes of the January 2nd, 2019 Regular Meeting
10th Floor – Council Chambers 4:00PM
Meeting Notice Posted on December 18th, 2019
Minutes prepared by Matt Lonnerstater

Members Present:	Carmella Cioffi, William Crawford, Mitch Lehde 
Members Absent:	John Edwards, Danielle Fontaine
[bookmark: _GoBack]Staff Present:	Logan Wells, Assistant City Attorney; Courtney Powell, Senior Development Planner; Matt Lonnerstater, Development Planner; Brennan Williams, Development Planner; Ben Abdo, Development Planner; Michael Frixen, Development Planner; Kris Kurjiaka, Development Planner
Chair Cioffi called the meeting to order at 4:19 PM. She welcomed those in attendance and explained the procedures for the meeting. The minutes of the December 5th meeting were unanimously approved with amendment to reflect the absence of Cioffi and Crawford. Powell explained that the applicant for the informal Tueplo Honey informal review requested to postpone discussion to the February meeting. The modified agenda for the January 2nd meeting was unanimously accepted. All affidavits were received; no conflict of interest was cited.
Old Business (Public Hearing):
A. None
New Business (Public Hearing):
A. CA 19-864 Application by Caroline Donaldson, Seamon Whiteside, for a CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS located at 1 AUGUSTA ST. for site approval (TM# 008900-01-01700). 
Powell presented the staff report and gave a summary of the proposed rear plaza renovation. Powell explained that the DRB had previously reviewed several changes over the past two years; this application is to renovate the existing rear plaza space to provide an enhanced pedestrian connection between Falls Park and Main St and to provide a welcoming and active public space at the lower plaza. Powell explained the specifics of the proposed modifications, including: maintenance of the same size and shape of the space; installation of new paving; removal of existing landscaping and replacement with new landscaping; and installation of new site furnishings. 
Powell stated that the prior CA request associated with this property focused on the new stairway element in  the rear; the applicant provided a preliminary site lighting plan in response to previous CA discussion A final lighting plan is to be submitted to staff for review and approval per previous conditions of approval under CA 19-811.
Powell discussed staff’s recommendation of approval with the following conditions: 1) Signage is not approved with this request; a comprehensive sign package shall be submitted for staff review; staff reserves the right to require the signage to be reviewed and approved by the DRB; 2) A final lighting plan of the plaza space and elevator shall be submitted to staff for final review and approval; 3) Invasive landscape species must be replaced with non-invasive alternatives; and 4) Trees are preferred to be canopy trees to provide shade to a larger portion of the plaza and parking lot. 



Caroline Donaldson, applicant, elaborated on the plaza modification details and the intent to create a pedestrian-friendly plaza and public circulation path. New paving will be provided to create a cohesive product. Donaldson explained the intent to utilize mid-size trees to allow for some sunlight and to allow for better maintenance. 
Cioffi asked the applicant to explain the dimensions of a mid-size tree. Donaldson described a mid-size tree as 20-30 ft.-tall and 15-20 ft. wide. Trunk would grow to approximately 8 inches. Example species include Paperbark Maple or Chinese Pistachio. 
No one from the public spoke in support or opposition of the project. 
The Board clarified that signage and site lighting would be approved by staff at a later date. The Board discussed the medium-size trees and agreed that they would be appropriate for the modified plaza. Cioffi discussed the building color and recommended that the color be livened up. Powell explained that building color was discussed as part of a previous CA application.  
Lehde made a motion to approve the application with staff comments and conditions. Seconded by Crawford. Motion passed 3-0. 

Advice and Comment (Not a Public Hearing) 
A. MD 19-004  Application by Aspens Senior Living LLC for a MULTI-FAMILY DEVELOPMENT of 159 units on 7.95 acres located at VERDAE BLVD. and SALTERS RD. (TM# 026100-01-01200) 
Powell briefly explained the proposed development plan for independent senior living and presented the plans to the Board. 
Barry Metcalf, applicant, described Aspen Senior Living as an active adult living community. Metcalf explained that the Verdae community had given their support of the project. 
Board discussed potential to provide variation in brick pattern on all elevations. Board commended massing and articulation, but recommended greater variation in the brick pattern on the south elevation. 
B. MD 19-005  Application by Richard Lynch for a MULTI-FAMILY DEVELOPMENT of 8 units on 1.7 acres located at CHESTNUT ST. and E. NORTH ST. (TM# 019000-02-07900; 019000-02-07000; 019000-02-07100; 019000-02-07200). 
Powell briefly explained the proposed development plan for townhouses. Project is associated with a commercial component to the west.
Joe Delaney, architect with Keel Concepts, described the proposal for 8 townhouse units as part of a larger mixed-use project. Delaney described the use of masonry on the two (2) separate townhouse buildings to complement the adjacent commercial building. 
Richard Lynch, 205 Tindal Ave., clarified the buildings to be torn down as part of the project. 
Board discussed landscape screening to mute impact of headlights. Board commended massing and materiality, but recommended greater glazing/brick color variation between units. 
Informal Review (Not a Public Hearing):
A. None
Other Business (Not a Public Hearing):
A. None
Adjourn:
Having no other business, the meeting adjourned at 4:55 pm. 
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