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Greenville Commitment to Sustainability
• Open Space and the Environment a priority in
GVL2040 Comprehensive Plan.
• Environmental sustainability included in City Council
priorities resolution.
• Sustainability has long been integral to operations
and practices of city departments.
• Designation of Sustainability Coordinator in 2020
and subsequent incorporation of Sustainability into
Planning & Development Services in 2022.
• Support of Swamp Rabbit Trail and mobility projects.
• Enhanced tree protection standards and launched
tree-planting campaign.
• Curbside recycling programs.

Recent Highlights
• Unity Park – environmental cleanup, river restoration,
wetland protection, open space preservation.
• Restoration and streambank stabilization at five
locations along Reedy River.
• EV chargers– 14 new chargers added to city parking
facilities in 2021. Total of 35 free for the public.
• City participated in Electric Vehicle Stakeholder Task
Force facilitated by the South Carolina Energy Office.
• Water conservation – working with Greenville Water to
reduce water usage at city parks and fountains.
• Greenville designated as a SolSmart community (bronze
level) for its efforts to streamline the permitting process
for solar panels.

Challenges and Opportunities
• Limited federal action on climate change. Recent
Supreme Court ruling in West Virginia v. EPA (2022)
further restricted federal agencies’ ability to regulate
greenhouse gases. Returned authority to Congress.
• Recycling, once a revenue generator, now costs money.
Fewer materials accepted. High contamination rates.
• Greenville is in a regulated energy market.
Opportunities for large-scale renewable energy projects
are limited.
Trend towards corporate sustainability. Demanded by
customers and shareholders resulting in increased
brand value.
Opportunities for local governments to lead on
environmental sustainability and climate change.

Sustainable GVL
• Sustainability plan completed during July 2021 –
June 2022.
• Shi Institute for Sustainable Communities at
Furman University assisted with research, analysis,
and plan development.
• Public input survey in September 2021 with 343
participants.
• Drop-in open house at Roper Mountain Science
Center on September 9, 2021.
• Coordination with city departments on goals and
potential projects within the plan.
• Draft plan published and available for public
comment in March 2022.
• Updates and draft plan reviewed by Green Ribbon
Advisory Committee, which endorsed the plan at its
June 28, 2022, meeting.

Sustainable GVL
Focus Areas:

https://greenvillesc.gov/SustainableGVL

Sustainable GVL – Key Recommendations
• Public education on sustainability topics such as
recycling, invasive species, home energy savings, and
alternative transportation.
• Work with a consultant to prepare a detailed climate
action plan.
• Develop resources to support businesses interested in
becoming more sustainable.
• Add a dedicated position with expertise in energy and
sustainability.
• Establish an interdepartmental working group to
coordinate on sustainability projects and initiatives.
• Install solar panels at more city facilities.
• Add more electric vehicles to the city’s vehicle fleet.
• Incorporate sustainability elements in the new
development code.

Next Steps
• Establish an interdepartmental working group to coordinate on
sustainability projects and initiatives.
• Fill vacant planner position with someone with expertise in
energy/sustainability.
• Build out city sustainability website with sustainability information,
educational materials, and local resources.
• Develop a year-round calendar for sustainability programming.
• Partner with sustainability organizations on educational programming,
volunteer events, and community initiatives.
• Apply for grants to support energy efficiency projects.
• Consider hiring a consultant to prepare a detailed climate action plan.

Questions & Discussion
Contact:
Michael Frixen, AICP
Principal Planner
Dept. of Planning & Development Services
mfrixen@greenvillesc.gov
Sustainable GVL website:
https://greenvillesc.gov/SustainableGVL

