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Cell Network Overview
• Networks are made up of sites
serving areas called cells.
• Size of each cell varies based on
expected number of calls,
physical terrain, and frequency of
operation.
• Antennas must be near users.
• Each antenna site consists of a
tower or other structure to
support the antenna and
associated transmission and
network equipment.

Small Cell Overview
• Largely regulated at the
federal level
• State preemption bill
pending in SC General
Assembly. Similar bills
have passed in majority
of states.
• Once passed, there will
be reduced regulation
at the local level.
• Aesthetic standards
must be nondiscriminatory and
applied to all
infrastructure in the
ROW.
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Local Review Process
• Land Management Ordinance Sec. 19-4.3.2(G) Wireless
Communications Facility:

• City’s zoning code outlines design and review criteria for towers, small cell
facilities, co-locations, roof-mounted facilities, and more.
• A new tower on private property requires a Special Exception Permit and public
hearing before the Board of Zoning Appeals
• Small cells within ROW require a franchise agreement with the City and must
receive an encroachment permit from the City’s Engineering division
• Facilities in the CBD require a Certificate of Appropriateness

• Design standards that reduce aesthetic impacts downtown, in historic
districts, and throughout the community.
• City’s review process includes technical review
• Under federal law, a finding of effective prohibition trumps local
regulation.

SC House Bill 4262
Small Wireless Facilities Deployment Act
• Wireless regulations cannot be more burdensome than regulations
applied to other types of infrastructure in rights-of-way.
• Aesthetics, design, concealment, or stealth that are technically
feasible and technologically neutral; decorative poles; underground
districts; or historical districts.
• Must be reasonable and objective, published 30 days in advance
• Is not an effective prohibition of service.

Public Information and Neighborhood Notification
• Enhanced 4G and 5G deployment will require many new antennas
throughout the City’s commercial and residential districts.
• Expecting applications from providers to install new small cells,
with installation to begin in Summer or Fall of 2020.
• City must review and process applications consistent with state and
federal law.
• City encouraging telecom companies to provide opportunities for
public to ask questions and obtain information.
• Utility Notification Policy – new proposed ordinance.
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Utility Notification Ordinance
• City standard practice is for utilities to provide door hangers and
signage during construction.
• Purpose is to notify residents and businesses of upcoming
construction activity in the right-of-way near their location.
• Applicable to all utility companies, including wireless providers,
performing construction activity in the public right-of-way.
• Notification to include a description of the construction activity to
be performed and contact information.
• Posted 72 hours in advance to all addresses within 500 feet of
construction activity.

