City of Greenville Youth Poet Laureate

Required Qualifications and Selection Criteria:

In order to be eligible for consideration, an applicant must

(i)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

(v)
(vi)

be a resident of Greenville County

attend public school, private school, or homeschool in
Greenville County

be entering grade 11 or below in the coming school year

be an active poet with a well-established body of published
and/or unpublished work

be comfortable with public speaking, and
have a demonstrated history of involvement in the
community.



City of Greenville Youth Poet Laureate

Timeline:

 May 23, 2022: Poet Laureate and Youth Poet Laureate positions
were established.

 February 10 — March 10, 2023: The Poet Laureate application was
open; a total of five (5) eligible candidates applied.

e March 28, 2023: The Arts in Public Commission reviewed the
applications during a publicly-posted meeting, and unanimously
recommended Anna Castro Spratt for appointment.

e May 1, 2023: Two-year term will begin.



Anna Castro Spratt

Anna Castro Spratt is a high school sophomore, currently enrolled in Riverside High
School and the Fine Arts Center, and committed to attend the South Carolina
Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities in Fall 2023. She moved to Greenville
from Brazil, and is fluent in both English and Portuguese.

As a Fine Arts Center Student Ambassador for Creative Writing, Miss Spratt has had an
opportunity to contribute to the growth and success of the school through outreach,
mentoring and by serving as a liaison to prospective students, families and the
community at large. She is currently a Board Member and Publicity Coordinator for
the Greenville Youth Alliance, a youth-led non-profit organization. She is also serving
as the YMCA South Carolina Youth in Government Youth Lieutenant Governor and
previously served as the YMCA South Carolina Youth Poet Laureate from 2021 to 2023
— a role which allowed her to use her own voice and words to inspire and connect
with people in her community. Miss Spratt has received numerous awards, including a
National Gold Medal, three Gold Keys, three Silver Keys, Honorable Mention in the
Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards (2023), and the South Carolina Junior Scholar
Award of Merit (2021).

As the City of Greenville’s Youth Poet Laureate, Miss Spratt hopes to inspire other
young people to express themselves through poetry and to advocate for the issues
that matter to them.
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