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City of Greenville
Design Review Board – Urban Design Panel
Minutes of the October 6, 2016 Regular Meeting
10th Floor – Council Chambers 4:00PM.
Meeting Notice Posted on Wednesday, September 21, 2016
Minutes prepared by Bryan Wood

Members Present:	Carmella Cioffi, Danielle Fontaine, Barry Nocks, Mitch Lehde, Todd Malo
Members Absent:	none
Staff Present:	Bryan Wood, Zoning Administrator; Abbie Rickoff, Development Planner; and Robert Coler, Assistant City Attorney

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson Carmella Cioffi called the meeting to order at 4:40 pm.  She welcomed those in attendance and explained the procedures for the meeting.  The minutes for the August 4, 2016 special meeting were approved as submitted; the agenda for the October 6, 2016 meeting was unanimously accepted.  No conflicts of interest were noted.

New Business:
CA 16-642.  Application by Wakefield Beasley and Associates for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct an office building on a portion of the property located at 55 E CAMPERDOWN WY bounded by Japanese Dogwood Lane, the Main Street Bridge, and the Reedy River.  Wood presented that staff report detailing concerns about the project and recommending the application be postponed to the November 3, 2016 meeting.

Brody Glenn, Centennial American Properties, said they are trying to create synergy from Camperdown Plaza to the park and back to the bridge.  Dan Ford, Bo Welling Design, indicated that Japanese Dogwood Lane is envisioned as a pedestrian street with removable bollards.  Stairs will be established from Main Street.  A promenade along the river will serve to create public/private interaction.  All heritage trees on the site will remain.

Bob Bainbridge, Anna Kate Hipp (Carolina Foothills Garden Club), Edgar Norris (154 Riverplace), Nikki Grumbine (Friends of the Reedy River), David Sweat (154 Riverplace), Judy Cromwell, and Sally Williamson (154 Riverplace) opposed the project and made the following comments: 

0. The building crowds the historic Main Street Bridge and blocks the view of the 3 arches;
0. Consider angling the building toward the bridge to create more space;
0. The space is too small for this size building;
0. The design looks like the Titanic disappearing into the water;
0. Should maintain and protect buffers along the river;
0. Building design is unattractive and looks like a spaceship;
0. Disagreed with applicant’s statement that private space is being handed over to the public;
0. Materials of the building are inappropriate;
0. Should be careful to protect the viewshed along the river; and
0. Losing greenspace in the city;

The Board offered comments on the design of the site and the building.  They indicated they are open to additional discussions with the developer.
0. Scale and mass of building is OK;
0. Space under bridge is unpleasant and needs to be more inviting and open;
0. Juxtaposition of brick/glass (old/new) is good;
0. Wants to see a sun/shade study;
0. The building should better address Main Street;
0. Maintain more natural area along the river, rather that structured hardscape;
0. Ground level of building needs to be more pedestrian oriented;
0. Pedestrian connection along Japanese Dogwood Lane and steps from Main Street needs further study;
0. Glass on facades should not be reflective;
0. Important to consider runoff and environmental impacts;
0. Limited space of site is a challenge to creating a building that reflects and protects its natural and historic surroundings;
0. Important to consider the context of the space; and
0. Connections from Main Street to the park are important.

Nocks made a motion to defer the application to the November 3, 2016 DRB meeting.  Fontaine seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 5-0.

Other Business:
RHP 16-664. Application by Julie Hughes Shabkie & Kathleen Patricia Hughes for a Preliminary Certification for Special Tax Assessment for Rehabilitated Historic Properties for 1272 PENDLETON ST (TM# 012000-03-00401)

RHP 16-665.  Application by Julie Hughes Shabkie & Kathleen Patricia Hughes for a Preliminary Certification for Special Tax Assessment for Rehabilitated Historic Properties for 1270 PENDLETON ST (TM# 012000-03-00402

Cioffi suggested the applicant try to maintain the existing window arrangement with the brick base.

Nocks moved to approve both applications, since both buildings are ‘historic’; the improvements are appropriate for the buildings; and the anticipated expenditures meet the minimum criteria.  Lehde seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.

Informal Reviews: 
Z 16-2016 Lewis Plaza PD Modification.  Shea O’Brien, Narramore Architects, indicated the applicant’s intent to add the Woodward Medical Facility property to the PD and to construct a new building for the group.  The same materials will be used on this building as previously approved for other buildings in the PD.

The Board liked the tower element, but suggested there is too much color variation in materials; the cornice could be simplified; fenestration layout is appropriate.

Having no other business, the meeting adjourned at 6:05.
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